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cases committed to the Court of Sessions and proceedings against European British subjects, the Commissioner of Bhagalpur exercises the powers of a High Court. Suits of a value exceeding Rs. 1,000 are tried by the Deputy-Commissioner as District Judge, or by subdivi-sional officers vested with powers as Subordinate Judges. These courts are established under Act XII of 1887, and are subordinate to the High Court of Calcutta. Suits valued at less than Rs. 500 are tried by Deputy- and Sub-Deputy-Collectors sitting as courts under Act XXXVII of 1855, an appeal lying to the subdivisional officer. That officer can try all suits cognizable by courts established under Act XXXVII of 1855, and an appeal against his decision lies to the Deputy-Commissioner. There is no second appeal where the appellate court has upheld the original decree; if, however, the decree has been reversed, a second appeal lies to the Commissioner of the Division. The Deputy-Commissioner and Commissioner have powers of revision. These courts follow a special procedure, thirty-eight simple rules replacing the Code of Civil Procedure. A decree is barred after three years; imprisonment for debt is not allowed; compound interest may not be decreed, nor may interest be decreed to an amount exceeding the principal debt. When any area is brought under settlement, the jurisdiction of the courts under Act XII of 1887 is ousted in regard to all suits connected with land, and such suits are tried by the Settlement officer and his assistants or by the courts established under Act XXXVII of 1855; the findings of a Settlement court have the force of a decree. The District is peaceful, and riots are almost unknown. Persons suspected of witchcraft are sometimes murdered; cattle-theft is perhaps the most common form of serious crime.
The current land revenue demand in 1903-4 was 3-84 lakhs, of which 1-16 lakhs was payable by 449 permanently settled estates, Rs. i,600 by 5 temporarily settled estates, and 2-66 lakhs by 9 estates held under direct management by Government. Of the latter class, the DAMAN-I-KOH is the most important.
Under Regulation III of 1872 a Settlement officer made a settlement of the whole District between the years 1873 and 1879, defining and recording the rights and duties of landlord and tenants, and where necessary fixing fair rents. One of the results of this settlement was to preserve the Santal village community system, under which the village community as a whole holds the village lands and has collective rights over the village waste \ these rights, which have failed to secure recognition elsewhere in Bengal, were recorded and saved from encroachment. As regards villages not held by a community, the custom prevailed of leasing them to mustajirs, a system which led to great abuses, and there was also a tendency for the zamlnddr to treat the Santal manjhi as though he were but a lessee or mustajir. By the
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